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PARADISE REGAIN'D. 


BOOK I. 


I. wno ere while the happy garden ſung, 

By one man's diſobedierice loſt, now ſing 
Reeover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 

By one man's firm obedience fully try'd 
Through all temptation, and the tempter f'd 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls'd, | 
And Eden rais'd in the waſte wider. 7 


Thou Spirit who ledſt this glorious eremite 
Into the Alec his victorious field, 
Againſt the ſpiritual foe, and brought him 


By proo =Y ' undoubted Son of God, inſpire, 
As thou art wont, my prompted ſong elſe mute, 
And bear through height or depth of nature's 
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Above neroic, though ! in ſecret done, 
And unrecorded left through many an age 
Worthy.t have not remain'd ſo long unſung, 


Now had the great Proelaimer, with a voice 
More awful than the ſound of trumpet, ery'd 
Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 
To all baptiz'd : to his great. baptiſm flock'd 
With awe the regions round, and with chem 

came 
From Nazareth the Fes of 1 b deemd 
To the flood Jordan, came as then obſcure, 


Unmark'd, unknown; but tim the Baptiſt ſoon 


Defery'd, divinely ward, and witneſs bore 
As to his worthier, and would have refign'd . 
To him his heav'nly office, nor was long 
His witneſs unconfirm'd : on him baptiz d 
Heav'n open d. and in likeneſs of a dove 
The Spi'rit deſcended, while the Father's voice 
From heav'n pronounced him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adverſary, who roving ſtill 
About the world, at that aſſembly i fam'd 
Would not be laſt, and with the voice divine 
Nigh chase ek, th' exalted | man, to whom 
Such high atteſt was giv'n, a while ſurvey'd 
With wonder, then with envy fraught and mg 
Flies to his place, nor relts, but in mid ar 
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"Ia A” 8 all his mighty Wers, 
Within thick clouds and dark. ten- fold me oly d. 
A gloomy conſiſtory; , and them amidſt 
With looks . and ſad he thus e 


\ 


O ancient Pow? rs pe” air and this wile world, 
For much more willingly I mention air, 15 
This our old conqueſt, than remember e 
Our hated habitation; well ye know Wh, 
How many ages as the years of men, 
This univerſe we have poſlefs'd, and Tues + 
In manner at our will th' affairs of earth, 
Since Adam and his facil conſort Eve  _ 

Loſt Paradiſe deceiv'd by me, though ſince 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the ſeed of Exe 
Upon my head: long the decrees of Heav'n 
Delay, for longeſt time to him is ſhort; _ + 
And now too ſoon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compaſs'd, wherein we 
Muſt, bide the ſtroke of that long threaten: d 
C DE 
At leaſt if ſo we can, and: "I the head 
Broken be not intended all our power 
To be infring'd, our freedom and our being, 
In this fair empire won of earth and air; 
For this ill news I bring, the woman's ſeed 


0 
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Deſtin 'd to this, is late of woman bort: 
His birth to our juſt fear gave no ſmall eas 


But his growth now to youth's full flow'r the. 


All virtue, grace, and wiſdom to n 
Things higheſt, greateſt, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a | great prophet to proclam 
His coming, is ſent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the conſecrated ſtrem, 
Pretends to waſh off Sin, and fit them fo 


| Purified to receive him pure, or rather 


Jo do him honour as their king; alt come,” | 


| | And he himſelf among them was baptiz d, 


Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The teſtimony? of Heav'n, that who he is 


| "The prophet do him reverence, on him riſing 


Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 


Unfold her chryſtal doors, thence on his head 
A perfe& dove deſeend, whate'er it meant, 
' And out of Heav'n the ſovereign voice I heard, 
This is my Son below d, i in him am 1 
His mother then is mortal, but his ſire 
He who obtains the monarchy of — 
And what will he not do t' advance his Son? 
His firſt-begot we know, and ſore have felt, 


_  "Thenceforth the nations may not doubt; I faw 
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Who this is we muſt learn, for man he ſeems 


In all his lineaments, though in his face 


The glimpſes of his Father's glory ſhine. - 


Ve ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge 
Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 


But muſt with ſomething ſudden be oppos'd 


Not force, but well coucl'd fraud, well woven. 
ſnares, | 

Ere in the head of nations he appear 
Their king, their leader, and ſupreme on earth. 
1 when no other durſt, ſole undertook . . 
The diſmal expedition to find out 
And ruin Adam, and th'explolt perform'd 
Succeſsfully ; ; a calmer voyage now / 
Will waft me; and the Let found proſperous 
r 
Induces belt to b e of like ſucceſs 

He eas, and his words unpreſſion * 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, _ 
Diſtracted and ſurpriz'd with deep diſmay - 
At theſe ſad tidings ; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to the fears or grief: 
Unanimous they all commit their care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dictator, whoſe attempt 

. gs 
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At firſt againſt mankind ſo well had chrivd 

In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Hell's deep vaulted den to dwell in light, 

Regents and potentates, and kings, yea Gods 
O many a pleaſant realm and province wide. T —- 

So to the coaſt of Jordan he directnss © 

His eaſy ſteps, girded with ſnaky wiles, | 

Where he might likelieſt find this new declar'd 

This man of men, atteſted Son of God, 

: Temptation and all guile on him to try; 

So to ſubvert whom he ſuſpected rais'd 

To end his reign on earth ſo long enjoy'd 

But contrary unweeting he fulfilPd 

The purpos'd counſel pre-ordain'd and fix d 

Of the moſt High, who in full frequence bright 

Of Angels, thus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpake, 


Gabriel, this day by proof thou ſhalt behol, 
Thou nd all Angels converſant on earth _ 
With man or men's affairs; how I begin 
To verify that ſolemn meſſage late, 8 

On whieh I ſent thee to the virgin pure 
In Gallilee, that ſhe ſhould bear a ſon 


Great in renown, and call'd the Son of God; 
Then toldſt her doubting how theſe * coul 


be 
To her a virgin, that on ber ſhould come 
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The Holy Ghoſt, and the powr of the Higheſt 
vil ae ann her ; this man born a= now 12 
grown, 


To ſhow him worthy of his birth Mike 


And high prediction, henceforth I expoſe 

To Satan; let him tempt and now aflay 

His utmoſt ſubtlety, becauſe he boaſts | 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his apoſtacy ; he might have learnt 

Leſs, overweening, fince he fail'd in Job, 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 
Whate'er his cruel-malice could invent. 

He now ſhall know I can produce a man 

Of female ſeed, far abler to reſiſt 

All his ſolicitations, and at len . 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to Hell, 
Winning by conqueſt what the firſt man Joſt 
By fallacy ſurpris' d. But firſt I mean 

To exerciſe him in the wilderneſs, 


There ſhall he firſt lay down the rudiments. 


Of his great warfare, ere I ſend him forth 
To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes, 
By humiliation and ſtrong ſufferance :. \ 
His weakneſs ſhall o'ercome Satanic ſtrength, . 
And all the world, and maſs of ſinful fleſh; _ 
That all the Angels and ethereal Powers, SS 

EW B 2 us 
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| They now, andmen hereafter, may diſcern, 


5 From what conſummate virtue I have choſe 


This perfect man, by merit call'd my Son, 
| T o earn ation for r dle ſons of men. * 


80 peke the ne Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring ſtood a ſpace, then into hymns _ 
Burſt forth, and in celeſtial. meaſures mov'd, 
Cireling the throne and ſinging, while the hand: 
Sung with the voice, and. this the argument. 


Victoryꝰ and triumph to ws Son of God 
Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 
But to vanquiſh by wiſdom helliſh wiles. 

The father knows the Son; therefore ſecure: 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Againſt whate'er may tempt, whate'er BCE. 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 9” 

Be fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of Hell, 
And deviliſh machinations come to FRG: 


| 80 they mn Heav' n 3 odes and vigils ede 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet ſome "ns 
Lodg'd.in Bethabara where John baptiz'd, | 
Muſing and much revolving in his breaſt, 
How beſt the mighty work he might begin 
Of . to mankind, and which way firſt. 


1 


2 


When I was yet a child, no childiſh play 


\ 
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Publiſh his God- like office now mature. 

One day forth walk'd alone, the Spirit lading 

And his deep thoughts, the better to converſe 

With ſolitude, till far from track of men, 

Thought following thought, and ſtep by de, 
led on, 

He enter'd now the bord'ring . wild, 


And with dark ſhades and rocks environ d 


round, 


His holy meditations chus ed. 


0. Ak a malticade of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me ſwarm, while I conſider 


What from within I feel myſelf, and hear 


What from without comes often to my ears, 
Ul ſorting with my preſent ſtate compar'd !. 


To me was pleaſing ; all my mind. was ſet. 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good; myſelf Ethought. 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth 


All righteous things; therefore above my years 5 


The law of God I read, and found it ſweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 

To ſuch perfection, that ere yet my age 
Had meaſur'd twice ſix years, at our great feaft- 


1 went into the temple, there to hear 
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The teachers of our law, and to propoſe 
What might e my reer or their 
Gen; 

And Was amis N by all: yet, this not all AN 
To which my ſprrit aſpir'd.; victorious deeds. 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 
To reſcue Iſrael from the Roman yo ke, 

Then to ſubdue and quell o'er all the earth . 

{ Brute violence and proud tyrannic power, 
Till truth were freed, and equity reſtor'd: 

| Yet held it more humane, more heav'nly firſt 
By willing words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make perſuaſion do the work of fear; 

At leaſt to try, and teach the erring ſoul. 

Not wilfully miſ- doing, but unaware 55 WP 
Milled ; the ſtubborn only to ſubdue. 

Theſe growing thoughts. my mother: ſoon 28 

ceiving 

By words at times caſt forth ated 

And ſaid to me apart, High are thy Saab. 

O Son, but nouriſh them and let them ſoar 

To what height ſacred virtue and true worth 
Can raiſe them, though above example high; 

Buy matchleſs deeds expreſs thy matchleſs Sire. 
For know, thou art no ſon of mortal man; 

Though men eſteem thee low of parentage, 

Thy father is ih' eternal King who rules. 
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A Heav'n and Earth, Ferre, and Song” of | 
men: 

A meſſenger from God foretold thy birth 
Conceiv'd in me a virgin, he foretold | 
Thou thould'ſt 10 great and fit on David's 

- throne, | 

And of thy kingdom there hall ben no end. 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 

Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem ſung - 

To ſhepherds watching at their folds by night, 
And told them the Meſſiah now was born 
| * chey 9 9 ſee a ad to the ay 
--came; ' . b 
| Direged to the ber 5 der lay ot, 
For in the inn was left no better room: 
A ſtar, not ſeen before, in Heav'n appearing 
Guided the wiſe men thither from the eaſt, 
To honour thee with incenſe, . h, and gold» 
c By whoſe bright courle — on N ne the 
\, place, 

Affirming it thy ſtar new gras! gin Henn 
By which they knew the king of Iſrael born. 
Juſt Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn'd _. 
By viſion, found thee in the temple', and 878 
Before the altar and the veſted prieſ t 
Like things of thee to all that preſent ſtood, | 
This having heard, trait I again revoly'd 
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TR and prophets, ſearching hint Was writ 
Concerning the Meſſiah, to our ſcribes 
| Known partly, and ſoon found to whom they. 
ſpake 
I am; this chiefly, that my way moſt lie 
© Throagh many a hard aflay ev'n to the death, 
Ere I the promis'd Kingdom can attain, 
Or work redemption for mankind, whoſe ſins 
Full weight muſt be transferr d upon my head, 
Yet neither thus diſhearten'd or diſmay d, 
The time prefix'd I waited, when behold 
The Baptiſt (of whoſe birth I oft had heard, 
Not knew by ſight) now oy 1 Was te 
come | 
Before Meſſiah and his way 8 
I as all others to his baptiſm came 
Which I believ'd was from above; but he 
Strait knew me, and with loudeſt voice pro- 
| claim d 
Me him (for i it was frown km ſo from Heaven) 
Me him whoſe harbinger he was ; and firſt 
Refus'd on me his baptiſm to confer, 
As much his greater, and was hardly won : 
But as J roſe out of the laving ſtream, 
Heav'n open d her eternal doors, from whence 
The Spi'rit deſcended on me like a dove, 
And laſt the ſum of all, my Father's voice, 


Boom . 


Aulibly heard from Heav'n, prondunt'd! miei Hs 
Me his beloy'd Son in whom alogesf7r SOA 
He was well pleas' d; by which IEA Aetife 
Now full, that I no more ſhall Iive-phimire,!'!" 
But openly begin; as beſt becomes z nul 57 i 
Th' authority which I deriv'd from leaves 
And now by ſome ſtrong motion Lam gedie 
Into this wilderneſs, to what intent gi +C J 
Llearn,not yet, perhaps I need not nls 
For what concerns my knowledge God-zey = 
04:3: wat ett 
ü ſoake our Morning Star band in his-riſel 
And looking round on every fide beheld _ 
A pathleſs deſert, duſk with horrid ſhades 3 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human ſteps untrod-; 62 
And he ſtill on was led, but with ſuch 5 
Accompanied of things paſt and to come 
Lodg'd in his breaſt, as well might recommend 
Such ſolitude before choiceſt ſociety... 
Full forty days he paſs'd whether on pill 
Sometimes, anon in ſhady vale, each night 
Under the covert of ſome ancient oak, 
Or cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd; 
Nor taſted human food, nor hunger felt 
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Till thoſe days ended, hunger'd then at laſt 
Among wild beaſts : they at his ſight grew mild, 
Nor ſleeping him nor waking harm'd, his walk 
The fiery ſerpent fled, and noxious worm, 


The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 


But now an aged man in rural weeds 

; Following as ſeem'd, in queſt of ſome ſtray ewe, 
Or wither's ſticks to gather, which might ſerve 
Againſt a winter's day when winds blow keen, 

To warm him wet return'd from field at eve, 
He ſaw approach, who firſt with curious eye 
Perus'd him, then with words thus utter' d ſpake. 


Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this 
place 
So far from path or road of men, who paſs 
In troop or caravan? for ſingle none 
Durſt ever, who return'd, and dropt not here 
His carcaſe, pin'd with hunger and with drought: 
T aſk thee rather, and the more admire, 
For that to me thou ſeem'ſt the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan honour'd ſo, and call'd thee Son 
Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we ſometimes 
Who dwell this wild, N by want, come 
„ are : | 
To town or village nigh (vigheſt | is * 


3 
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Where aught we hear, and curious are to hear 
ld, What 2 HY new; r finds us out. 


To wah the Son of 'God. Who W me 
„„ 
Wil bring r me hence 7 no other guide 1 ſeek. 
We) 


By miracle he may, a the {wain, 

" What other way I ſee not, for we here 

, Live on tough roots and ſtabs, to thirſt inur' d, 
More than the camel 4, and to drink go far, 
Men to much miſery and hardſhip born; 

But if thou be the Son of God, command 

That out of theſe hard itones be made thee weak, 
So ſhalt thou fave thyſelf and us relieve 

With food, whereof we wretched ſeldom taſte. 


He ended, FEY the Son of God reply'd. | 
Thinkꝰſt thou ſuch force i in bread: ? is it not writ- 
ten 


Man lives not by bread only but each word 


+ It is commonly faid that camels will 80 with» 
"ut water three or four days. 


C2 


(For I diſcern thee no other chan thou ſeem” * 
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Praceeting from. the mouth of God, who fed 
Our fathers here with Manna? in the mount 
Moſes was forty days, nor eat nor drank; 
8 $8342 d forty days Elijah without-food _ 

der'd this barren waſte ; the Lame 3 now: 
Why, dof thou then quggeſt in me diſtruſt, 


vs 84% „ „ e ww ws mm 


Knowing who J am, as I know who thou art? 
| eli N 2.32 E ee 35 215emuat * 

1 anſwer a th Arch e W. 

a, Wd. 


| Wis Fs TIE 2 more in | raſh S's 


Kept not. Happy ſtation, | but; (WAS. driven 100 
With them. from hliſs.to the hottomleſs.deep,”; 

et to that hid eons DR 3 gophy'd..i; 
ba) .. r CO uüving, but chat > ge grad of LOL i 


eaving my dolorous priſon I enjoy. 


Large 8 70 to round. this. globe of, ; Cart 
r range” ili Air, nor f rom. the, few 7 of, 
4 & * 22 2 14 2 2 n 8322 22 7 gow 4 xJ.26.6. as What 
eav'ns 


Hath he excluded ny-re reſort ſometimes. ; 


* 6 


„ among the fous of God, when be. 
| Gave up into my hands Uzzean' Job 
To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth 
And when. to all his , Angels he.propos'd , 
To draw the proud King Ahab inte Fi 


That he might All in Ramoth, they — 
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1 I undertock tliat offee; and che tongue 
N Of all His flatt'ring prophets glipb'd with Ben 
To his deſtructiom, as F had in charge, 
For wWwhat he bids I do though-E-have left 
W: Much luſtre of my native brightnels, ler- Fre 
77 To be:belovid-of God, I haue mot let: 
To love, at leaſt eontemplate and admire 
What J ſee excellent in: good r. e e 
Or virtuous, I ſhould; ſo have loſt allAEnE E. 
What can be then lefa in me than defire:: 488 71 5 


To fee thee and approach thee, Wm AKH 
Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent: >> 


J. hy. awiſdom, and: behold. thy We een rat 
Men generally think me much a. f 9 ⁹ , tA 
To all mankind:: why- Should 1 they 40 We:..; 
Never. did wrong .or:yiglenes ;.by:thew E 
I lo dot. what L loffa rathergby-aheme 15552 0 
I gain'd what I have Sate v themehwell 
Copartater. tr thele regions: bf the would; 22 9. 
If not diſpoſer ied them oftany. ard; > 22 
Ott my advice b preſages and figns, i Tal l. 
And anſwers, oracles,:per tents and:dreams;...:. 
Whereby: they may direct che fature:lifec: : 
Envy: they: ſayr excites me:thus:to gain d: 2 ef 
Corppanions. of my: miſery and: w e. nut: ud 
At firſt it may be ; but long: ſines with woe | 
Nesrer. ne fock by prookis c 207 
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That fellowſhip in pain divides not ſmart, 
Nor ligiitens aught each man's peculiar load. 
Small conſolation then, were man adjoin'd.: 
This wounds me moſt (what can it leſs?) that 

\ Man, a | 
Man fall'n ſhall be. re; or, I never ore 


To whom our Savio ts thus reply'd.,. 
Deſervedly thou griey'it, compos'd of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end; 
Who boaſt'ſt releaſe from _ and leave to 
. come 

Into the Heav'n of Heav'n ns: thou com'ſt indeed, „ 

As a poor miſerable captive thrall 
Comes to the place where he before had ſat 
Among the prime in ſplendor, now depos'd, 

E eee emptied, gaz d, unpitied, d, 
A ſpectacle of ruin or of ſcorn 5 
To all the hoſt of Heav'n: the happy place. 
Imparts to thee no happineſs, no joy, 
Rather inflames thy torment, repreſenting 
© Loſt bliſs, to thee no more communicable, - 
So never more in Hell than when in Heav'n. 
But thou art ſerviceable to Heav'n's King. 
Wilt thou! impute t' obedience what thy fear 
- Extorts, or pleaſure to do ill excites ?- 
What but thy malice mov'd — to miſdeem. 
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Of righteous Job, then cruelly © affliq him 
With all inflictions-? but his patience won. 
The other ſervice was thy choſen taſłk, 

To be a liar in four hundred mouths ; 

For lying is thy ſuſtenance, thy food. 

Yet thou pretend'ſt co truth; all oracles 


By thee are giv'n, and what confefs'd more true 
Among the nations? that hath been thy craft, 


By mixing ſomewhat true to vent more lies. 
But what have been thy anſwers, what but dark, | 
Ambiguous and with double ſenſe deluding, 
Which they who aſk'd have ſeldom underſtood, 
And not well underſtood as good not known? 
Whoever by-confulting at thy fhrine. 
Return'd the wiſer, or the more inſtruct 

To fly or follow what eoncern'd him moſt, 
And run not ſooner to his fatal ſnare? 


For God hath juſtly giv'n the nations up 
To thy deluſions; juſtly, ſince they fell 


-Idolatrous ; but when his Purpoſe is 


Among them to declare his providence 


To thee not "_— whence haſt thou then oy 


truth, 
But from him or his Angels preſident 
In ev'ry province? who themſelves diſdaining 


I' approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What to the ſmalleſt tittle thou ſhalt ſay 
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To thy: RE" "WO thou wath' trembling fear, 

Or like. a fawming paraſite obey'ſt; n 5 

Then to thyſelf aſorib'ſt the truth eld... 

But this thy. glory ſhall: be ſooꝝ retrench'd ; 

No more ſhalte thou by-oracling- abuſe. 

The Gentiles ; henceforth they are ceas'd, 

And then nõ more with pomp and ſacrifice 

Shalt be inquir'd at Delphos or elſewhere, 

At leaſt in vain, for they ſhall find thee mute. 

God hath now ſent his living oracle 

Into the world to teach his final will, 

. ſends his Wk 'rit of truth nnn to 
dwell 

In pious RY an . oracle 

_ To all truth requiſite for men to know. | 


So ſpake our Saviour; but the ſubtle Fiend 
Though inly ſtung with anger and diſdain, 
W and this ren e und. 


Sharply thou haſt infiſted on di, 1 55 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But miſery hath wreſted from me: where 

Eaſily can'ſt thou find one miſerable 
And not enforc'd oft times to part from truth, 
Ik it may ſtand him more in ſtead to lie, 
ay and unſay, * ö or r abjure 


Fill 


But tliou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; 

From thee I can and muſt ſubmiſs endure 

Check or reproof, and glad to ſoape ſo quit. 

Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk 

Smooth on the tongue diſcours'd, FEED to th 
ear 

And tunable as ſylvan pipe or Jong; 

What wonder then if I delight to hear 


Her dictates from thy mouth? moſt men admire - 


Virtue, who follow not her lore : permit me 
To hear thee when I come (ſince no man comes) 
And talk at leaſt, though I deſpair t? attain, 
Thy Father, who is holy, wiſe and pure, 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieft 

To tread this facred courts and miniſter 

About this altar, handling holy things, 

Praying or vowing, and vouchſaf'd his voice 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 


nſpir'd; diſdain not ſuch acceſs to me. | 


To whom our Saviour with unalter'd-brow, 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy {cope, 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou find'ſt | 
Permiſſion from above; thou can't not more, 

D' | 
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He added not ; and Satan bowing low 
His gray diffimulation, diſappear'd 
Into thin air diffus'd : for now began 
Night with her ſullen wings to double-ſhade 


The deſert : fowls in their ny neſts were 


couch'd ; | 
And now wild beaſts came forth the 5 to 


roam. 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK« 
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Mes ax while the new Wurd, who yet re- 
main'd | 
At Jordan with the Baptiſt, and had ſeen 
Him whom they heard ſo late expreſsly calPd 
Jeſus Meſſiah Son of God declar'd, 
And on that high authority had believ'd, 
And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd I 
mean . ; 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known, 
With others though in holy writ not nam'd, 
Now miſſing him their joy ſo lately found, 
So lately found, and ſo abruptly gone, 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
And as the days increag'd, increas'd their doubt: 
Sometimes they thought he might be only ſhown, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Moſes was in the mount, and miſſing long; ; 
| D 2 
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And the great Thiſbite 4, who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 

Therefore as thoſe young prophets then with 

care | | 

| Sought loſt Elijah, ſo in each place theſe 

Nigh to Bethabara ; lyJericho 

The city? of Palms, Enon, and Salem old, 

_ Maczrus, and each town or city walld. 

On this fide the broad lake Genezaret, 

Or in Perza ; but return'd in vain. _ 

Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 

Where winds with reeds and oſiers whiſp ring 
0 

Plain fiſhermen, no greater men them call, 

Cloſe in a cottage low together got, 

Their unexpected Toſs and Pens out breath'l 


4 from what high hope to whet eclapſe 
Unlook'd for are we fall'n! our eyes beheld 
Meffiah certainly now come, ſo long 
Expected of our fathers ; we have heard 

His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth; 
Now, now, for ſure, deliverance is at hand, 


n Elijah, a native of Thiſbe, a city of the cout: 
OE nx Gilead, beyond Jordan, 


1 


Into perplexity and new amaze: 


Behold the King of th' earth how they oppreſs. 
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The kingdom ſhall to Iſrael be reſtor'd: 7 
Thus we rejoic'd, but ſoon our joy is turn d 


For whither he is gone, what accident 

Hath rapt him from us? will he now retire _ 
After appearance, and again prolong _ 

Qur expeQation ? God of Iſrael, 

Send thy Methah forth, the time is come; 1 


Thy choſen, to what height their power unjuſt 
They have exalted, and behind them caſt 

All fear of thee; ariſe and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 
But let us wait; thus far he hath perform'd, 


Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him, 


By his great prophet, pointed at and ſhown 

In public, and with him we have convers'd ; 

Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

Lay on his providence ; he will not fail, 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 

Mock us with his bleſt fight, then ſnatch him 
hence; 

Soon we ſhall ſee our hope, our joy return. 


Thus "EIT out of their FR new hope re- 


ſume 


To find whom at the firſt they found- anſooghts_ | 
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But to his mother Mary, when ſhe ſaw 

Others return'd from baptiſm, not her ſon 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none, | 
Wiclün her brealt cough calm, her breaſt though 
pure, 

Motherly cares and fears got hw and rais d 
Som troubled thoughts, which. the im ſighs thus 
clad. 


Oh what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceiv'd of God, or that fſalute-- 
Hail highly favour'd, among women bleſt ! 
While I to ſorrows am no leſs advanc'd, 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 
Of other women, by the birth I bore, 
In ſuch a ſeaſon born when ſcarce a ſhed: 
Could be obtam'd to ſhelter him or me 
From the bleak air; a ſtable was our warmth, - 
A manger his; yet ſoon enfore'd to fly 
Thence into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 
Were dead, who ſought his life, and miſſing ouſt 
With infant blood the ſtreets of Bethlehem,; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth 
Had been our dwelling many years; his life 
Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, 
Little ſaſpictous to any king, but no- 

Full grown to man, acknowledg'd as I hear, 
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By John the Baptiſt, and in publie ſhown. 


Son own'd from Heav'n by his Father's voice; 
I look'd for ſome great change; to honour ? no, 
But trouble, as old. Simeon plain r 


That to the fall and riſing he ſhould be 


Of many in Iſrael, and to a ſign 
Spoken againſt, that through my very ſoul 


A ſword ſhall pierce; this is my favour'd ys 
My exaltation to affſictions high; | 
Afflicted I may be, it ſeems, and bleſt ; 


I will not argue that, nor will repine. 


But where delays he now? ſome great intent 


Conceals him: when twelve ye he ſcarce had 
.- Jeen : 

J loſt him, but ſo found, as wal I ſaw 

He could not loſe himſelf ; but went about 

His Father's buſineſs ; what he meant I mus'd, 

Since underſtand ; much more his abſence now 


Thus long to ſome great purpoſe he obſcures, 


But I to wait with patience am inur'd; 
My heart hath been a ſtore-houſe long of things 


And ſay'ings laid up, portending ſtrange events, 


Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft. to mind 
Recalling what remarkably had paſs'd 
Since firit her ſalutation heard, with thoughts 

Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling ;  __. 
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The while her ſon tracing the deſert wild, 

Sole but with holieſt meditations fed, 

Into himſelf deſcended, and at once | 
All his great work to come before him ſet; 
How to begin how to accompliſh beſt 
His end of being on earth, and miſſion high: 
For Satan with ſly prefaoe to return 

Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 

Where all his potentates in council ſat; 

There without ſign of boaſt, or ſign of joy, 

| Solicitous and blank he thus 28955 


Princes, Heav'n's ancient Sons, ethereal 
Thrones, 
Demonian Spirits now, from the element 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd 
Pow'rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, 
-Bo may we hold our place, and theſe mild ſeats 
Without new trouble; ſach an enemy 
Is riſen to invade us, who no les. 
Threatens than our expulſion down to Hell; 
1, as I undertook, and with the vote 
Gonſenting in full frequence was impower'd, 
Have found him, __ him, taſted him, but 
find 
Far other labour to be . 


ats 


E 
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Than when 1 dealt with. Adam firſt of Men, 
Though Adam by his Wife's e fell, 
However to this man inferior far, 
If he be man by mother's ſide at leaſt, | 
With more than human gifts from Heay' A a- 
dorn'd. oy 
Perfections abſolute, graces dirine, | 18 
An amplitude of mind to greateſt deeds. Jo 
Therefore I am return'd, leſt e a, 5 
Of my ſucceſs with Eve in Paradiſe  _ 
Deceive ye to perſuaſion over-ſure ' « | 
Of like ſucceeding here ; I ſummon all 
Rather to, be in readineſs, with hand 
Or council to affiſt ; leſt I who. erſt 
Thought none my equal, now be over-match'd. 


8 


1 


1 


— 


Bo pb ur old Serpent doubting and from. * 


Wich 3 Was aſſur d their utmoſt ad 
At his command ; when from amidſt them roſe 
Belial, the diſſoluteſt Spirit that fell, 

The ſenſualleſt, and after Aſmodai - 

The fleſhlieſt eee, and thus advis'd. 


4 
FEET 


get women in tis eye, and in his . 
Among daughters of men the faireſt ound; "BOK 


x 
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' Many are in each region paſſing fair 

As the noon ſky ; more like to Goddeſſes 
Then mortal creatures, graceful and diſcreet 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty with mild 

And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts after them- e in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the pow'r to ſoften and tame 
Severeſt temper,*ſmooth the rugged'ſt brow, 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diflolve, 
Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 

At will the manlieſt, reſoluteſt breaſt, 

As the magnetic hardeſt iron draws. | 
Woman, 'when nothing elſe, beguild the heart 
Of wiſeſt Solomon, and made him build, 

And made him bow to the Gods of his wives, 


To whom quick anſwer Satan thus return'd, 
Belial, in much uneven ſcale thou weigb'ſt 
All others by thyſelf; becauſe of old 

Thou thyſelf doat'ſt on woman-kind, admiring 
© Their ſhape, their colour, and attractive grace, 
None are, thou think'ſt, but. taken with ſuch 
„ 

Before the flood thou with hy luſty crew, 

'F alſe titled ſons of God, roaming the earth 


* 
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Caſt wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 
And coupled with them, and begot a race. 

t Have we not ſeen, or by relation heard, 

; In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'ſt, 

In wood or grove by moſly fountain fide, . | 
In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 
Some beauty rare, Caliſto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa,- .. 


— 
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1 


ne Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 5 
„ Too long, then lay'ſt thy, ſolipes ox on names 4 
dor'd, 8 . k 


Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or 3 
Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan? but theſe haunts 
Delight not all; among the ſons of men 


art How many have with a ſmile wege {mall ac · 
count 1 
8. Of beauty pe her vane A hy Soehne 
All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 


; | | Remember that Pellean yo conqueror, 1 
A youth, how all the beautigs of the eaſt 
He Been Be d, and ſlightly overpals'd; 


* 
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Alexander the Great, who was born at Pella "a 
in Macedonia: and his continence and clemency i 
to Darius's queen and Savghtes - TATE: Da 
by che Hiſtorians. 
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How be firnam'd of Africa | diſmiſs'd 
In his prime youth the fair Therian maid. 
For Solomon, he liv'd at eaſe, and full | 
Of honour, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher deſign than to enjoy his ſtate ; 
'Thence to the bait of woman lay expos'd ; 
But he whom we attempt is wiſer far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 
Made and ſet wholly on th accompliſhment 
Of greateſt thing#; what woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 
On whom his leiſure will vouchſafe an eye 
Of fond deſire? or ſhould ſhe confident, 
As ſitting queen ador d on beauty's throne, 
Deſcend with all her winning charms begirt 
T? enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, ſo fables tell; 
How would one look from his _ brow 
| Seated as on the tep of virtue's hill, 
Diſcountenance her deſpis'a, and put to rout 
All her array; her ods pride deject, 
Or turn to reverent 2 awe! 1 e ſtands 


4 The continence of Scipio Africanus at the 


4 © age of twenty-four, and his generoſity in reſtor- 


ing a Spaniſh lady to her huſband and frienGs, We 
5 — by — Lib. 1% & 


— 
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In th? admiration only of weak minds 
Led captive; ceaſe to admire, and all her rang 


Fall flat and ſhrink into à trivial toy, 


At every ſudden {lighting quite abaſh'd: 
Therefore with manlier objects we mult try 


His conſtancy, with ſuch as have more thow 

Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praiſe ; | 
Rocks whereon greateſt men have ofteſt w rec'd ; ; 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfy 


Lawful defires of nature, not beyond; 
And now I know he hungers where no food 


Is to be found, in the wide wildernels ; 
The reſt commit to me, I ſhall let paſs 


FRE IR; and his ſtrength as oft _—_ 


He ceasꝰd, and heard their grant in loud ac" 
claim, 


Then forthwith to him takes a choſen band 


Ok Spirits likeſt to himſelf in guile 


To be at hand; and at his beck appear, 
If cauſe were to unfold ſome active ſcene 

Of various perſons, each to know his part; 
Then to the deſert takes with theſe his light; 3 
Wbere ſtill from ſhade to ſhade the Son of oe 2 
After forty days faſting had remam'd, | | 
Hom * * and to kinaſelf thus faid. 


> 
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Where will this end? four times ten days I've 
paſs d 

Wand'ring this woody maze, and 3 od 
Nor taſted, nor had appetite : that faſt , 
To virtue I impute not; or count part 5 
Of what J ſuffer here; if nature need not 
Or God ſupport nature without repaſt 
Though needing „What. praiſe 1 is it to indure? 
But now I feel 1 hunger, which declares. 
Nature hath need of what ſhe aſks ; yet God 
Can ſatisfy that need ſome other Way, 
Though hunger ſtill remain: ſo it remain 
Without this body's waſting, I content me, 
And from the ſting of famine fear no harm, 
Nor mind 1 it, fed with better thoughts that feed | 
Me ng: ring more to do my F ather” s will. 


\ 


It was the "Ba of 3 ws Fa, the Son 
Commun'd i in filent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hoſpitable covert nig! 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there be: tan, 18 
And dream'd, as. appetite is wont, to dream, 

Of meats and drinks, natures refreſhment ſweet; 
Him thought, he by the brook. of Cherith ſtood, 
And ſaw the ravens with their horny beaks 


bY aw. do Elijah bringing ev'n n morn. 12 5 


Log 
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Though ravenous, taught to abſtain from what 
they brought : 
He faw the prophet alſo how he fled 
Into the deſert, and how there he flept 
Under a jumper ; then how awak'd, 
He found his ſupper oft the coals Prep 
And by the Angel was bid riſe and eat, 
And eat the ſecond time after repoſe; 
The ſtrength whereof ſuffic'd him forty days; 
: Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe. 
Thus wore out night, ànd now the herald lark 
Left his Rn neſt, high tow'ring to deſery 
- The morn's approach, n oF her with tug 
ſong, 
As lightly bm his graſſy Geh up mn | 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 
| Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak'd. 
Up to a hill anon his ſteps he rear'd, | | 
From whoſe high top to ken the proſpect round, | 
If cottage were in view, · ſheep-· cote or herd; 
But cottage, herd, or ſheep-cote none he ſaw, 
© Only” in a bottom ſaw a pleaſant grove, + 
WH © With chant of tuneful birds reſounding loud; 
| Thither he bent his way ; determin'd there 
To reſt, at noon, and enter'd Toon the Jhade | 


. Pg: 


; [ 
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_ High 1 and walks beneath, and alleys 4 
brown, WI 
That open'd in the midſt a wanks ſcene ; - 
Nature's own- work. it ſeem'd (pature taught ] 
„ ö 
And to a fuperflitious' eye the haunt SE 
Of Wood-Gods and Wood-N raph ; he view'd J 
| it round, 
When ſuddenly a man before him 1 
Not ruſtic as before, but ſeemlier clad, 
As one in city”, or court, or palace bred, _. * 
And with fair ſpeech theſe words to him ad- 
dreſs d. ä ; 


With granted 5 fins I return, 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild ſolitude ſo long ſhould bide 
Of all things deſtitute, and well I know, 
Not without hunger. Others of ſome note, 
As ſtory tells, have trod this wilderneſs ; 
The fugitive bonfl· woman 4 with her ſon 
-Qut-caſt Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a ING Angel ; * the race 


!. i fec.cX i. cc cific... 5 


5 Hagar, who fled from the face of her mil. 
| treſs, Gen. xvi. 6. and 1 is therefore called a fu- 
gitive. | 


\ 


' j 
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Of Iſrael here had famiſh'd, had not Dea | 

Rain'd from Heav'n Manna; and that Prophet | 
IRA 

| Nan of "Thebez nbi here was: fed 

Twice by a voice inviting him to eat: 

Of thee-theſe forty days none hath da; 

Si arty 4 and x more e deſerted here rene FT 


To whom thus Jeſus. | | What conelad ft chou 11 
They al had need, as I thou ſeeſt. bare: none. g 


How haſt aha pigs then? 2 Satan repty', 
Tell me if food were now before thee ſet, 
Would'ſ thou not eat? Therefore as I like 
"The giver, anſwer'd Jeſus. Why ſhould that 
Cauſe thy refuſal? ſaid the ſubtle Fiend: 
Haſt thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures by juſt right to thee 
Duty and ſervice, nor to ay till bid, 
But tender all their pow'r ? nor mention T. 
Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd firſt 
To idols, thoſe young Daniel could refuſe ; 5 
Nor Peder d by an enemy, though Who 


Would a . with want nn ? Be- 
bold 1 : 
. 


* 
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Nature aſham'd; or better to expreſs, _ 
Troubled that thou aud hunger, hath par- 
veyd | 
From all the elements her being ſtore 
To treat thee as beſeems, and as her Lord 

With honour, only deign to ſit and eat. 


He ſpake 1 no diam, for as his ds had end, 


Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 

An ample ſpace under the broadeſt ſhade 

A table richly ſpread in regal mode, 

With diſhes pil'd, and meats of nobleſt ſort 

And favour, beaſts of chaſe, or fowl of game 

In paſtry built, or from the ſpit, or boiPd, _ 

Gris amber-ſteam'd ; all fiſh from ſea or ſhore, 

Freſhet, or purling brook, of ſhell or fin, 

And exquiſiteſt name, for which was drain'd | 

Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Afric coaſt. 

Alas, how ſimple to thoſe cates compar'd, 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve! 
And at a ſtately ſide- board by the wine 
That fragrant ſmell diffus'd, in order ſtood 

Tall ſtripling youths rich clad, of fairer hue 

* . or 1 * 3 diſtant more 


= Theſe 1 were two beautiful youths and be- 
* the one * Jupiter, the her by Her- 


| r * 
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Uider the trees now tripp'd, now ſolemn ſtood 
Nymph's of Diana's train, and Naiades 


With fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horny | 


And ladies of th' Heſperides, that ſeem'd 
Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince 
Of fairy damſels met in foreſt wide 

By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, 


Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore: 
And all the while harmonious airs were 13 
Of chiming ſtrings, or charming pipes, and winds 
Ok gentleſt gale Arabian odours fann'd_ 

From their ſoft wings, and Flora's earlieſt 


ſmells. 
Such was the ſplendor, and the Tempter now. 


His invitation earneſtly renew'd, 


Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, 


But life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, 
Hunger, with ſweet reſtorative delight. 


E 2 


eules. Ganymed was cop-bearer to Joriter, and 


Hylas drew water for Hercules, and therefore 
are properly mention'd on this occaſion. 


© What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat? 
- Theſe are not fruits forbidden; no interdict _ | 
| Defends the touching of theſe viands pure: 


All cheſe are Spi'rits of air, my woods, and 


ſprings, 

Thy gentle miniſters, who come to en | 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord; 
What doubt ft thou Son of God ?. fit * and 


eat. 


To whom thus Jeſus temp'rately reply'd. 
Saidꝰſt thou not that to all things Thad right? 
And who witholds my. pow'r that right to uſe? 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own, 


I can at will, doubt not, as ſoon as thou, 


| | Command a table in this wilderneſs, 


| And call ſwift flights of Angels miniſtrant 

| Array*d in glory on my cup to? attend: 
Why thouldſt thou then obtrude this diligence, 
| In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 
And with my hunger what haſt thou to do? 
Thy pompous delicacies I contemn, -. 


'To whom thus 0 Suki 1 
That I have alſo pow'r to give thou ſeeſt; 

If of that pow'r I bring the voluntary 

What I might have beſtow'd on whom J pleas' d, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
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When and where likes me beſt, I can command? 


A count thy f. OP gits no gifts but guiles. 


* 


SOALO 
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Choſe to impart t to thy apparent need, | 

Why ſhouldſt thou not accept it? but 15 ſee 

What I can do or offer is ſuſpect; ö 

Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe, 

Whoſe pains have earn'd the far fet Poil. 
With that | 

Both table and proviſion vanifl'd ins | 

With ſound of harpies wings, and talons heard; 

Only the importune Tempter {till remain'd, 

And with theſe words his temptation purſu'd. 


By hunger, that each other creature tames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not 
mad; 

Thy temperance invincible beſides, | 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 

And all thy heart is ſet on high deſigns, ' 
High actions; but wherewith to be atchiev'd 2: 
Great acts require great means of enterpriſe ; ' 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low. of birth, 
A carpenter thy father known, thyſelf 
Bred up in poverty and ſtraits at home, 


Loſt in a deſert here and hunger bit: 
Which way or from what hope doſt thou af | 
'pire | 
To greatneſs? kd authority derivſt? 
What followers, win retinue canſt chou gain, 


\ 
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Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 8 

Longer than thou canit feed them on thy coſt ? 

Money brings honour, friends, conqueſt, and 

realms : ö 

What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

And his Son Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 

(Thy throne) but gold that got him puiſlant 
friends ? 

Therefore, H at gs . chou wouldſt ar- 
rive, 

Get riches firſt, ger . and treaſure heap, 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me; 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand; 

They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain, 

While virtue, valour, wiſdom fit in want. | 


To whom thus Jeſus patiently reply'd. 
Vet wealth without theſe three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain d. 
Witness thoſe antient empires of the earth, 
In heighth of all their flowing wealth diſſolvd; 
But men endued with theſe have oft attain'd 
In loweit poverty to higheſt deeds; 
Gideon, and Jephtha, and the ſhepherd lad, 
Whoſe offspring on the throne of Judah fat, 
So many ages, and ſhall yet regain 


[- i R end. 
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Among che Heathen, (for throu ghout the world 
Jo me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of memorial) canſt thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricus, Curius, Regulus: 
For I eſteem thoſe names of men ſo poor | 
Who could do mighty things, and could con · 
tdemn | | | 
Riches though offer'd from the hand of kings, 
And what in me ſeems wanting, but that I 
May alſo in this poverty as ſoon | 
Accompliſh what they did, perhaps and more? 
Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, | 
The wiſe man's cumbrance if not ſnare, more 
apt 
To llacken virtue, and abate her avs; 
| Than prompt her to do ought may merit 
praiſe. . 
What if with like averſion I reje& | 
Riches and realms ; yet not for that a crown, 
Golden in ſhow, is but a wreath of thorns, 
Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and Eo 
nights 
To him who wears the regal diadem, 
When on his ſhoulders each man's burden lies; 
For therein ſtands the office of a king, 1 
- His honor, virtue, merit and chief praiſe, 
That for the pablic all this weight he bears. 


* 


— 
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Vet he who reigns wink himſelf, and rules 
-Paſſions, defires, and fears, is more à king! 
Which every wiſe and virtuous man attains: 
And who attains. not, ill aſpires to rule 
Cities of men, or head- ſtrong multitudes, 
Subject himſelf to anarchy within, 
Or lawleſs paſſions i in him which he Ane 
But to guide nations in the way of truth 
By ſaving doctrine, and from error dead 
To know, and knowing worſhip God aright 
Is yet more Kingly ; ; this attracts the ſoul, 
-Governs the inner. man, the nobler part; 
That other o'er the body only reigns, 
And oft by force, which to a generous mind 
80 reigning can be no fincere delight. 
Beſides to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to aſſume. 
Riches are needleſs then, both for themſelves, 
And for thy re aſon why they ſhould be ſought, 
To. * n ofteſt better miſy'd, 
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8. ſpake the Son of God, and Satan ood. 
A while as mute confoungled what to lay, 
What to reply, confuted and convinc'd 

Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift; 
At length collecting all his ſerpent wiles, 


With ſoothing Worn renew'd, tm thus 80d | 


I ſee thow know. what is of * to GET 
What beſt to ſay can'ſt ſay, to do canſt do; 
Thy actions to thy words accord; thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Contains of good. wiſe, jaſt, the perfect ſhape. - 


Should kings and nations from thy mouth con- 
ſult, | 


Thy counſel would be as the Sond 


Vrim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous gem 


G 


"= - 


> 
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On Aaron 8 broaft or tongue of ſeers dd 
Infallable: Or wert thou ſought to deeds 
That might require th array of war, thy {kill 

Of conduct would be ſuch, that all the world 
Could not ſuſtain thy proweſs, or ſubſiſt 

In battle, though againſt thy few in arms. 

Theſe God · like virtues wherefore doſt thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obſcure 

In ſavage wilderneſs? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyſelf 
The fame and glory, glory the reward _ 

That ſole excites to high attempts, the flame 

Of moſt erected ſprrits, moſt temper'd pure 
Ethereal, who all. pleaſures elſe deſpiſe, 
All treaſures and all gain eſteem as droſs, 
And dignities and pow'rs all but the higheſt? 

Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe: the ſon 
Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe 

Won Aſia, and the throne of Cyrus held 

At his diſpoſe ; young Scipio had brought dow? 
Ihe Carthaginian pride; young Pompey quell'd 

The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 
Vet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 
* Quench not the thirſt of glory but augment. 

i Great Julius, whom now all the world admires 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 


With. glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long 


Il 
| 


dey 


ö 


23 
d 
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Inglorious RA 5 yet art not too . 


10 whom our W calmly EO u . 
Thou neither doſt perſuade me to ſeek wealth 
For empire's ſake, nor empire to affect 
For glory's ſake by all thy argument. 

For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 

The peoples praiſe, if always praiſe unmix'd? 
And what the people but a herd confus d, 

A miſcellaneous rabble, who extol | 

Things vulgar, and well weigh'd, ſcarce * 


the praiſe:? 
They praiſe, and oy admire tliey know not. 
2, What: © 
And know not whom, at as one leads the 
other; 
"And what delight to bd ſuch extolld, 


6 


RO STEPS Ty: | 3 


we Altoding to a .iſibey pilates of Julius: Cafar, 
th one day reading the ſtory of Alexander, he 
fat awhile very thoughtſul, and at laſt burſt into 
tears, and his friends wond'ring at the reaſon of 
it, do you not think, ſaid he, I have juſt: cauſe to 


weep, when I conſider: that Alexander at my age 


had conquer'd ſo many nations, and 1 have ay 
* time done nothing e is memorable. 6 
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To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 
Of whom to be diſprais'd were no ſmall praiſe? 
His lot who dares be ſingularly good. 
Th' intelligent among them and the wiſe 
Are few, and glory ſearce of few is rais'd. 
This ts true glory and renown, when God 
Looking on th' earth, with approbation marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him through Heav'n 
To all his Angels, who with true applauſe? 
| Recount his praiſes : thus he did to Job, 
M hen to extend his fame through Heay'n and 

Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may M well te, | 
He aſk'd thee, Haſt thou ſeen my ſervant Job? 
Famous he was in Heav'n, on Earth leſs known; 
Where glory is falſe glory? attributed 
To things not glorious, men not worthy” of 
fame 5 FS 

They err who count: it 8 to ſubdue 

By conqueſt far and wide, to over- run 
Large countries, and in fields great battles win, 

Great cities by aſſault: what do theſe worthies, 
But rob, and ſpoil, burn, laughter, and inſlave 
Peaceable nations, neighb'ring, or remote, 
Made captive, yet deſerving freedom more 
Than thoſe their conquerors, who leave behind 
15 Nothing but ruin whereſoc'er ww TOs. 


nd 
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And al the flouriſhing works of peace deſtroy, 
Then {well with pride, and mutt be titled Gods, 


| Great BenefaQors of mankind, Deliverers, 
Worſhipt with temple, prieit, and ſacrifice ; 
One is the ſon of Jove, of Mars the other; 
Till conquꝰror Death diſcover them ſcarce men, 


Rolling in brutiſh vices, and deform'd, 
Violent or ſhameful death their due reward. 
But if there be in glory ought of good, 
It may by means far different be attain'd . 
Without ambition, war, or violence; 
BY deeds of-peace, by wiſdom, eminent, 

By patience, temperance : I mention {till 


- Him whom thy wrongs. with faintly patience. 


borne 


ö Made famous in a land and 1 80 1 : 


Who names not now with honour patient I ob? ? 
Poor Socrates (who next more memorable?) 
By what he taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, 


| F or truth's ſake ſuffering death, unjult, hives 


now 


Equal in ne to proudeſt conquerors. 


Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, 

Oaght ſuffer'd ; if young African for fame 
His waſted country freed from Punic rage, 
The deed becomes unprais'd, the man at leaſt, 
And loſes, though. but verbal; his reward. 
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Shall T ſeek glory then, as vain men ſeek; 
Oft not deſerv'd ? 1 ſeek not mine, but his 
Who ſent me, and thereby witneſs whale Iam. 


To whom the Tenpter murm'ring ths = 
| P ly'd. 
Think not ſo llight of i: ; theroih leaſt 
Reſembling thy great Father: he ſeeks glory, 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs; nor content in Heav'n 
By all his Angels glorify'd, requires 
Glory from men, ſrom all men good or bad, 
Wile or unwiſe, no difference, no exemption; 
Above all ſacrifice, or hallow'd. gift 
Glory” he requires, and glory he receives 
Promiſcuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception had declar'd ; 
From us his foes pronounc'd gory.” he ads. 


Io 1 our Saviour fervently verh. 
ay reaſon; fince his word all things produc'd 
Though chiefly: not for glory as prime end, 
But to ſhew forth bis goodneſs, and 9 15 

His good communicable to every ſoul 
HF reely; of whom what could he leſs expect 
Than glory and benediction, that is thanks, 
The * eaſieſt readieſt recompence ; 
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From them who could return him nothing elſe, | |} 

And not returning that would likelielt render 
Contempt inſtead, diſhonour, obloquy ? _ 

Hard regompence, unſuitable return 

For ſo much good, ſo much beneficence. 

But why ſhould man ſeek glory, who of his own 

Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 

But condemnation, ignominy?, and ſhame ? 

Who for ſo many benefits receiv'd 

Turn'd recreant to God, ingrate and falſe, 

And ſo of all true good himſelf deſpoiPd, 

Vet ſacrilegious to himſelf would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs; 
Vet ſo much bounty is in God, Tuch grace 
That who advance his glory, not their own, 
Them he himſelf to glory will advance. 


So ſpake the Son of God; and here again 
Satan had not to anſwer, but ſtood ſtruck 
With guilt of his own fin, for he himſelf 
Inſatiable of glory had loft wn. 
Vet of another plea bethought him ſoon. 


Of glory, as thou wilt, ſaid he, ſo deem, 
Worth or not worth the ſeeking, let it paſs; 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain'd 


To fit upon thy father David's throne; 
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; | By mother's ſide thy father; though thy right 
* Be now in pow'rful hands, that will not part 
Eaſily from poſſeſſion won with arms: 
Judæa now and all the promis d land, 
Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke, 
Obeys Tiberius ; nor is always ruPd 


With temp'rate ſway ; oft have they violated 


The temple, oft the law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Antiochus : and think'ſt thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting ſtill, or thus retiring ? 
S8o did not Maccabeus: he indeed 

Retir'd into the deſert, but with arms; 3 
And o'er a mighty king ſo oft prevail'd 
That by ſtrong hand his family obtain'd. 
. prieſts, the crown, and David's throne 

| uſurp'd, 

„ With Modin and ties faburbs once content. 

9 aJf kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 
Fad duty; zeal and duty are not flow ; 
But on occaſion's forelock watchful wait. 
| They themſelves rather are occaſion beſt, 
Zeal of thy Father's houſe, duty to free 
Thy country from her Heathen ſervitude ; 
So ſhalt hone fulfil, beſt verify _ 
The prophets old, who ſung thy endleſs reign 

The happier reign the ſooner it begins; 
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Reign then; what canſt ; thay, better do this, 
while ? £ | 
To whom. our Saviour anſwer. thus return'd. 
All things, are, beſt fulfill'd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath {aid 
If of my » eign prophetic. Writ hath told 
That it nl. never end, ſo when begin 


e 


What if he hath fee fer that I ſhall fut 
Be.try'd 1 in humble ſtate, and things adverſe, 
By trihulations, injuries, inſults, 

N and ſcorns, and ſnares, and violence, 
Suffering, abſtaining, quietly expecting, 

Without diltruſt or 2 that he may b no.] 
What I can ſuffer, how hay ? who beſt 

Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign, who firit 
Well hath obey'd; juſt trial ere I merit 

My exaltation without change or end. 

But what concerns it thee when I begin 

My everlaſting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquiſition; 
Knoweſt thou not that my rifing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deſtrudlion? 


To whom the Tempter inly rack'd reply'd, 
et that come when it comes; all hope is loſh 
II 


J. 
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Of my reception into Grace; what worſe? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear: 
If there be worſe, the expeRation more 

Of worſe torments nie than the feeling can. 
J would be at the worit; wort is my port, 
My harbour and my ultimate repoſe, 

The end I would attain, my final good. 

My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime ; whatever 55 itſelf condemn'd, 
And will alike be puniſh'd, whether thou 
Reiga or reiga not ; tho? to that gentle brow 
Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign, : 
From that placid aſpe& and meek regard, 
Rather than aggravate my evil ſtate, 

Would ſtand between me and thy Father's ire 
(Whoſe ire I dread more than the fire of Hell) 

A ſhelter and a kind of ſhading cool 
3 Interpoſition, as a ſummer's cloud. 

Ik I then to the worſt that can be haſte, 

Why move thy feet ſo flow to what is beſt, 8 
Happieſt both to thyſelf and all the world, T 
IF That thou who worthieſt art ſhould'ſt be their | 
F king ? 

Perhaps thou linger'ſt 1 in i Hae thoughts datalins 

Oft th enterprize fo hazardous and:1 high; Ny 

| No wonder, for though in thee be „ | to 

What of perfection can in man be found, | tio 
| Or human nature can receive, conhder TO 


7 


17 


Thy life IO yet been private, moſt part ſpent 


Empires, and. monarchs, and their radiant 


Beſt School of beſt experience, auickel inſight 


Irreſolute, unhardy, unadventrous: 


Thoſe ruddiments, and ſee befors thine eyes 


to Sine): and by hi im was aneinted 11 The 
25 is wart 1 Sam. ix. | 
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At home, ſcarce view'd the Galilean towns, 
And once a year Jeruſalem, few days 


Short ſofourn; and what .thence could'ſt thou 
obſerve ! 


The world thou haſt not rom, much leſs her 
glory ) 


courts, 


In all things that to greateſt actions lead. 
The weſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 
Timorous and loath, with novice modeſty, 


(As he I who CR alles tound a kingdom) 


But I will bring [thee where thou ſoon malt: 
quit | 


The monarchies of th' dach their pomp and 
ſtate, | | 

Sufficient introduction to inform RO nh 

Thee, of thyſelf ſo apt, in regal arts, 

25 11 2 


— 


J. Saul, who ſeeking his ſather's Joſt aſſes came. 


OI 
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'And regal myſteries, that thou may'ſt know 
How buſt their oppoſition | to' withiltand, 


With that (ſuch por was goon Mm 158 

he took 

The Son of God up to a miöuntzin hich. 

It was a mountain at whoſe verdant feet 

A ſpacious plain out- ſtretebꝰd in circuit wide 

Lay pleaſant ; from his fide two rivers flow'd, 

Th' one winding, th. other ſtrait, and left be- 
tween 

Fair champain with leſs" Avers interven'd, 

Then meeting join'd their tribute to the ſea: 

Fertile of corn the glebe, of oil and wine; 

With Herds the paſtures throng'd, with oſs. 

"the hills; 


Huge cities and high tow "rd, that well might 


Teem 
The ſeats of niightieſt monarchs, and fo large 


The proſpe& was, that here and there was 
| room 


For barren deſert fointaitileſs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the tempter brought 


Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 


Wen "Sth we {peaded, and o'er hill and dale, 
Foreſt and field and flood, temples and towers, 


Cut ſhorter many a league 3 } here thou behold's 
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Aſſyria and her empire's ancient bounds. 
Araxes and the Calpian lake, thence on 
As far as Induſt eaſt, Euphrates weſt, 
) And oft beyond; to ſouth the Perſian bay, 

And inacceſſible th? Arabian drouth: 

Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 

Of that firit golden monarchy the ſeat, 


, And ſeat of Salmanaſſar, whoſe ſucceſs 
, Ixael in long eaptivity ſtill mourns ; 


There Babylon, the wonder of all tongues, 
As ancient; but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judah and all thy father David's houſe 
Led captive, and Jeruſalem laid wafte, 
<3 Till Cyrus fet them free; Perſepohs 
= His city there thou ſeeſt, and BaQra there 
at  Ecbatans her ſtructure vaſt there ſhows, 
And Hecatompylos her hundred gates; 
There Suſa by Clioaſpes, amber ſtream, 
as The drink of none but kings: of later fame 
Built by Emathian, or by Parthian hands, 
The great Seleucia, Niſibis, and there 
t Artaxata, Taredon, Cteſiphon, _ 
Turning with eaſy eye thou may'ſt behold. 
All theſe the Parthian, now ſome ages paſt, . 
le, | By great Arſaces led, who founded firſt 
8, That empire, under his dominion holds, 
From the luxurious kings of Antioch. won 
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And juſt 1 in time thou comꝰſt to have a view 
Of his great pow'r, for now the Parthian king 
In C celiphon hath gather'd all his hoſt 
Agalaſt the . whoſe incurſions wild 
Have waſted Sogdiana: to her aid 


He marches now in haſte; lee, though from far 


His thouſands, in what martial equipage 

They! iſſue forth, ſteel bows, and ſhafts their arms 
Of equal dread in flight, or in purſuit; 

All horſemen, in which fight they moſt excel; 
See how in warlike muſter they appear, 

In rhombs and wedges, and half moons and wings. 
He lookd and ſaw what numbers numberleſs 
The city gates out-pour'd, light armed troops 
In coats of mail and military "bride: 

In mail their horſes clad, yet fleet and ſtrong, 


Prauncing their riders bore, the flowꝰ'r and choice 


Of many provinces from bound to bound; 
From Arachoſia, from Candaor eaſt, 

And Margiana to the Hyrcanian cliffs 

Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian dates, 

From Atropatia and the neighb'ring Plains 
Of Adiabene, Media and the ſouth 

Of Suſiana, to Balſara's haven. 

He ſaw them in their forms of battle FI 


How quick they wheePd, and flying behind them 


. 


Sharp fleet of arrowy ſhow'rs againſt the face 


A. . 
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Of their purſuers, and overcame by flight ; * 
The field all Iron caſt a gleaming brown: 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 
Cuiraſſiers all in ſteel for ſtanding fight, 
Chariots or elephants indors'd with Towers 
Of archers, nor of lab'ring pioneers ; 
A multitude with ſpades and axes arm'd | 
To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fill, 
Or where plain was raiſe hill, or overlay 
With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke 
Mules after theſe, camels and dromedaries, 
And waggons fraught with utenhls of war. 
Such forces met not, hnor ſo wide a camp, 
When Agrican with all his northern powers: 
Beſieg'd Albracca, as romances tell, 

The city? of Gallaphrone, from-thence to win 
The faireſt of her ſex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many prowelt knights, 
Both Paynim, and the Peers of Charlemain. 
Such and ſo numerous was their chivalry ; 


F What Milton tics alludes to, 1s celared: in 
Boiardo's Orlando Innamorato. L. 1. Canto x. 
here the number of forces which Agrican the 
"Tartar king brings into the field, is ſaid to be no 
Aeſs than two million two hundred thouſand, 
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At ſight whereof the fiend yet more. preſum' d. 
And to our Saviour thus his words . | 


That thou 1 0 know 1 ſeek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way ſecure | 
On no light grounds thy ſafety; hear, and 
| mark : 

' To what end I. Have. brovghy: thee. hither and 
ſhown . 

All his fair ſight; chy kingem though foretold 

By Prophet or by Angel, unleſs thou, 
Endeavour as thy father David did. 

Thou never ſhalt obtain: prediction ſtill 
In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes means, 
Without means us d, what. it, predicts revokes. 
But ſay thou wert poſleſs'd of David's throne 
By free · conſent of all, none oppoſit, | 
Samaritan or Jem how could'ſt thou bope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, | 155 
Between two ſuch incloſing enemies 
Roman and Par thian? therefore one of theſe 
Thou muſt make fare ad own, the Parthian 
YE : 
6 my advice, as nearer, Fa af ut 
Found able by invaſion to annoy - 
Thy country, and captive lead away ber kings 
"An tigonus' and old Hyrcanus bound, p 
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Maugre the Roman; it ſhall be my taſe 


| To render thee the Parthian at diſpoſe; 
. Chooſe which thou wilt by conqueſt or by league 


By him thou ſhalt regain, without him not, 
That which alone can truly reinſtall thee. 

In David's royal ſeat, his true ſucceſſor, © 
Deliverance of thy brethren, thoſe den tribes 


Whole offspring in his territory yet ſerve, . 


In Habor, and among the Medes + ga 


Ten ſons of Jacob, two of Joſeph loſt . 
Thus long from Iſrael, ſerving as of old 
Their fathers in the land of Egypt err d, 


This offer ſets before thee to deliver. | 
Theſe if from ſervitude thou ſhalt reſtore 


Io their inheritance, then, nor till then, 


Thou on the throne of David in full lory, 3 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
Sight rein, and Rome or Cæſar not & need fear: 


'To whom our abies e ts anmov'd, 8 
Much oſtentation vain of fleſnly arm, 
And fragil arms, much inſtrument of War, 5 


Long in preparing, ſoon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes thou” haſt ſet, and in my ear 


Vented much policy, and projects deep 


Ok enemies, of aids, battles and leagues, 
"nine to che world, to me > worth nought, 
| . 


I 
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Means I muſt uſe thou ſay'ſt, prediction elſe 
Will unpredict and fail me of the throne: 5 
My time I told thee (and that time for thee. 
Were better farthelt off) is not yet come; PG, 
When that comes, think not thou to find me lack 
On my part aught endeavouring, o or tõ need | 
Thy politie maxims, or that cumberſome | 
Luggage of war there ſhown-me, argument 

Of human weakneſs rather than of "I : 

My brethren, as thou call'ſt them, thoſe ten tribes 

J muſt deliver, if T mean to reign 5 | 
David's true heir, and his full dere ey 
To juſt extent over all/TiraePs ſons ;.. 

But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Iſrael, or for David, or his throne, 
When thou ſtood'ſt up kis tempter to the pride 
Of numb' ring Iſrael, which coſt the lives 

Of threeſcore and ten thouſand Iſraelites 

By three days peſtilence? ſuch was thy zeal 
To Ifrael then, the ſame that now to me. 
As for thoſe captive tribes, themſelves were wy 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 
From God to worſliip calves, the deities | 
Of Egypt, Baal next Add. Aſhtaroth, M 55 
And all the idolatries of Heathen 1 42 
Belides their other worſe than ren erimes; 

Nor in the land of their captivi ty 
Lambled themſelves, or Waren befought . 
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0 The God of ther forefathers.) but fo ay'd q 
Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themſelves, diſtinguiſhable Gate 

From Gentiles, but by circumſion vain, 

And God with idols in their worſhip j join'd. 

Should I of theſe the liberty regard, 

Who freed, as to their ancient patrimony, 

Unbumbled, unrepentant, unreform'd, 


5 r would follow“ x "0 to e Gods e 


perhas 
Of Bethel and of Dan? no, Zoos * es 
Their enemies, who ſerve idols with God. 8 
Yet he at length, time to himſelf beſt known, 
Remembring Abraham, by ſome wondrous call 
May bring them back repentant and ſincere, - 
And at their paſſing cleave. th Aſſyrian flood, 
While to their native land with joy they haſte, 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he cleft, 


When to the promis'd land their fathers paſs'd; - 
To this due time an provjdewns J leave them. 


1 Ig Kfract's true Kage) FEY to hs F ren 
Made anſwer meet, that made void all his wiles . 
80 fares 1 it when with wen —— Nd: 
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| 3 and cadet at | bis bad ſucceſs 

The Tempter ftood, nor had what to reply, 

| Diſcovered in his fraud, thrown from his Wy 
So oft, and the perſuaſive rhetoric'- 

| That fleek'd his ere hens won oh near on 

Me. 

80 wle "EY nay loft; but Doe: was WN 

This far his over - match, who ſelf-deceiv'd 

And raſh, before harid had no better weigb'd 


The ſtrength he was to cope with, or his own ; 


But-as a man who Had been matchleſs held 
In cunning, over-reach'd where leaſt he thought 
To falve his credit, and for very ſpite, 
Still will be tempting him who foils him ſtill, 
And never ceaſe, though to his ſhame the more, 
Or as a ſwarm of flies in vintage time, 


7 About the wine-preſs Where Poet muſt is 
7: 3 | 


„ 4 4k iAtHCIR of oo Mt 


BOOK IV. PARADISE REGAIN'D- od 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming! ſound; 
Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, 
Though all to ſhivers daſh'd, th' aſſault renew, 
Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end ?. 
So Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 
Met ever, and to ſhameful filence brought, 

Yet gives not o'er though deſp'rate of ſucceſs 
And his vain importunity purſues. 
He brought our Saviour to the weſtern Gde - 
Of that high mountain, whence he might behold 
Another plain, long but in breadth not wide, 
Waſh'd by the ſouthern ea, and on the north 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, 
That {creen'd the fruits of th earth and dente Fo 
men 
From cold Septenrion blaſts, . in the md. | 
Divided by a river, of whoſe banks | 
On each fide an imperial city ſtood, obs 
With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate  _ 
On ſeven ſmall hills, with palaces. adorn'd, i 
Porches and theatres, baths, aquedudts, 
Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 
Gardens and groves preſented to his eyes, 
Above the height of mountains interpos'd 7 
By what ſtrange parallax or optic ſrill 
Of viſion multiply'd through air, or glass 
Of teleſ, cope, were curious to enquire : | 
And now the Tempter thus his filence broke 


8 
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Tne city: which thou 80 11 no: other deem 


25 Than great and glorious Roaey: Tagen of che 


EDN [i 1 4 
So far renoww'd, and with the ſpoils eurielbd 
Of nations; there the capitol thou ſeeſt 
Above the reſt lifting his ſtately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel | 
Impregnable, and there mount Palatine, . 
Th' imperial palace, compats hage and high 
The ſtructure {kill of nobleſt architects, 
With gilded battlements, conſpicuous far, 
Turrets and terraſes, and glitt' ring ſpires. 
Many a fair edifice beſides, more like 
Houſes of God, (ſo well T have diſpos'd 
My airy microſcope) thou may'it betiold | 
Outſide an! inſide both, pillars and. roofs, 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artificers 
In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 
Thence'to the gates caſt round thine eye and ſee 
What conflux iſſuing forth, or entring in, | 
Pretors, proconſuls to their provinces 
Haſting, or on return, in robes of ſtate; 
_  LiQtors and rods, the enſigns o- their power, 


Legions and cohorts, turms of horſe and wing Gy 


Or embaſſies from regions far remote 
In various habits on the Appian road © 
Or on th? Emnilian, ſome from fartheſt ſouth, 


| Syene , and where the ſhadow both Way * | 


f, 
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| Beyond Danubius to the Tauric Pool. 
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Meroe Nilotic iſle, and more to weſt, 
The realm of Bocchus to the Black- moor ſea; 


Nam th? Aſian. Kings and ny nou: 
theſe/, 

Froi India and- the bade Cherſoneſe 

And utinoſt Indian ifle Tabrobane, 

Duſk faces with white filken turbans womb: 

From Gallia, Gades,' and the Britiſh weſt, _ 

Germans and. Seythians, and arma ar 


All nations now to Rome obedience pay; 
To Rome's great emperor, whoſe wide domain 
In ample territory, wealth and power, 
Civility of manners, arts and arms, 
And long renown, thou juſtly may'ſt prefer 
Before the Parthian; theſe two thrones except 
The reſt are barb'rous, and ſcarce worth the 


ent © 


Sbar'd among petty kings too far remov'd; 


Theſe having ſliow n thee, I have ſhown thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 


This emperor hath no ſon, and now is old, 
Old and laſcivious, and from Rome retir'd 


To Capreæ an Illand {mall but rong | 
On the Campanian ſhore with Purpoſe there 


His horrid luſts in private to enjoy, 
6 Cemmitting to a wicked favorite 
All Public cafes, and ws of him 3 
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Hated of all, and hating; with what eaſe, 
Indued with regal virtues as thou art, 
Appearing, and beginning noble deeds, 
Might'ſt thou expel this monſter from his irons 
Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending 

A victor people free from ſervile yoke ? 

And withmy help thou may'ſt; to me the power 
Is giv'n, and by that right I give it thee. 
Aim therefore at no leſs than all the world, 
Aim at the hight, without the higheſt attain'd ; 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long, 
On * ad be- Prophecy d what will. 


* 


"Fo whom the Soi wk God RY" „ 
Nor doth this grandeur and. majeſtie ſhow 
Of luxury, though calld magnificence, 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye, 
Much leſs my mind: ; —_ —_ ſhould'ſt add 

to tell | | 

Their ſamptucys PPG A gi gorgeous feaſts 
On eitron tables or Atlantic ſtone, 
(F or I have alſo heard, perhaps have read) 
Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 
Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 
Cryſtal and myrrhine cups imboſs'd with gems 
And ſtuds of pearl, to me ſhould'ſt tell who thirſt 
And hunger fill: then embaſſies thou ſhow'ſt 
From nations far and nigh ; what honor that, 


1 
| 


e 


s 
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But tedious waſte of time to ſit and hear 


So many hollow compliments and lies, 
Outlandiſh flatteries? then proceed'ſt to tall 


Of th' emperor, how eaſily ſubdued, 


How gloriouſly ; I ſhall, thou ſay'ſt, expel © 

A brutiſh-monſter : what if I withal 

Expel a Devil who firſt made him ſuch ? 

Let his tormenter conſcience find him out; 

For him I was not ſent, nor yet to free 

That people victor once, now vile and bafe + 
Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt - 
Frugal, and mild, and temp' rate, conquer'd well 


But goyern ill the nations under yoke 
Peeling their provinces, exhauſted all 
By luſt and rapine; firſt ambitious grown 


Of triumph, that inſulting vanity; | 
Then cruel, by their ſports to blood inur'd 


Of fighting beaſts, and men to beaſts expos d 


Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ſtill 
And from the daily ſcene effeminate, 


What wiſe and valiant man would ſeek to free 


Theſe thus degenerate, by themſelves inflav'd, 


Or could of inward ſlaves make outward free? 


Know therefore when my ſeaſon comes to ſit 
On David's throne, it fhall be like a tree 


Spreading and overſhadowing all the earth, 
Vr as a ſtore that ſhall to pieces daſi 


. * 
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All monarchies beſides throughout the world | 

And of my kingdom there ſhall be no end: 

Means there ſhall be to this, but what the 
means, 

Is not for thee to koow, nor me to tell. 


? To whom the Tm induce reply'd, 
J fee all offers made by me how ſlight 
Thou valueſt, becauſe offer'd, and reje@/ſt 
Nothing will pleaſe the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more than ſtill to contradict, 
On th' other fide know alſo thou, that I 11 
Nor what I part with mean to give for nought; 
All theſe which in a moment thou behold'ſt 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I give; 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleaſe, 
No trifle; yet with this reſerve, not elſe, 
On this e if thou wilt fall down, 
And worſhip me as thy ſuperior lord, 

Eaſily done, and hold them all of me; 
For what can leſs ſo great a gift deferver 


Whom thus our Saviour anſwer'd with diſ- 
dain 
I never lik d thy talk, thy offers leſs, 
Now both abhor, ſince thou haſt” dar'd to utter 
Th' abominable terms, impious condition; 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd, 


3 


&r 


Get thee behind me; plain thou now appear 


* 
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Thou haſt permiffion on me. It is written 
The firſt of all commandments, Thou ſhalt 
Vorſhip 
The Lord thy God and only kin ſhalt ſerve; - 
And dart thou to the Son of God propound 
To worſhip thee accurs'd, now more accurs'd 
For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blafphemous ? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were given, 
Permitted rather, and by thee uſurp'd; 
Or the donation none thou canſt produce; ; 


If givin, by whom but by the king of kings, 
God overall ſupreme if giv'n to thee, 


By thee how fairly is the giver now 

Repaid ? But gratitude in thee is loft | 
Long fince, Wert thou ſo void of fear or ga, 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 

To me my own, on ſuch abhorred pact, 

That I fall down and worſhip thank as God? 


af 


That evil one. Satan for ever damn'd, 


To 22 the Fiend with fear abaſn d res 
7 y'd | 
Be not 5 ſore offended; Son of God, 
Though ſons of God beth angels are and Meng 
If I to try aro in higher ſoft 
© tt K 2 


——— eee 
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Than theſe thou bear'ſt that title, have propos'd 

What both from Men and Angels I receive, 

Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 

Nations beſides from all the quartered winds, 

God of this world invok d and world beneath; 

Who then thou art, whoſe coming is foretold 

To me ſo fatal, me it moſt concerns, 

The trial hath indamag'd thee no way, 

Rather more honour left and more efteem ; 

Me nought advantag'd, mifling what I aim'd, 

Therefore let paſs, as they are tranſitory, 

The kingdoms of this world; I ſhall no more 

Adviſe thee ! gain them as thou can'ft, or not, 

And thou thyſelf ſeem'ſt otherwiſe inclin'd 

Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 

To contemplation and profound diſpute, 

As by that early action may be judg'd 

When ſlipping from mY mother's eye thou 

went' ſt 

Alone into the Temple; there waſt found 

| Among the graveſt Rabbies diſputant ; 
On points and queſtions fitting Moſes chair + 


Teaching not taught; the childhood ſhows the 
| * , 


4 * Moſes chair was that in which the doctors 
titti ing, expounded the law, either publ icly to che 
Peel or pi vately to. their diſciples. 
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As morning ſhows the day. Be famous then 
By wiſdom ; as thy empire muſt extend ö 
So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 

In knowledge, all things in it comprehend : 

All eie is not couch'd in Moſes Law, © 


The Pentateuch, or what the Prophets wrote; 


The Gentiles lſo know, and write and teach 


To admiration, led by nature's light; 


And with the Geniites mueh thou muſt con- 
verſe, 
Ruling them by perſuaſion as thon mean'ſt ; 


Without their learning how wilt thou with 


them, 
Or them with thee hold converſions meet? 
How wilt thou reaſon with them how refute 
Their idoliſms. traditions, pardoxes ? 
Error by his own arms is beſt evinc' d 
Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular 
mount 
Weſtward, much nearer by ſouthweſt, behold 
Where on the Ægean ſhore 2 city ſtands - 


Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, 
Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 


And eloquence, native to famous wits 


Or hofpitsble, in her ſweet receſs. 
City? or ſuburban, ſtudious walks and ſhades 1. 
See there the olive gs of Academe; 
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Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird * 
Trills her thick-warbled notes the ſummer long; 


There flowery hill Hymettus with the found, 
Of bees induſtrious murmur oft invites 


To ſtudious muſing; there Iliſſus rolls 
His whiſp' ring ſtream; within the walls then 
„ e 
The ſchools of ancient ſages; his who bred 
Great Alexander to ſubdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: 
There thou ſhalt hear and, learn the ſecret | 
power 
Of harmony in tones . numbers hit 
By voice or hand, and various · meaſur'd verſe, 
ZEolian charms and Dorian lyric odes, 
And his who gave them birth, but higher ſung, 
Blind Meleſignes thence Homer calbd, 
Whoſe poem Phcebus challeng'd for his own. 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In Chorus or Iambic, teacher beſt 
Of moral prudence, with delights receiv'd 
In brief ſententious precepts, while they treat 
Of late, and chance, and change ia human life; 


8 2+ The nighringl, fo for Philomela who accord! 
ing to the fable was changed into a nightingale, 
Was che daughter of Pardion King of Athens. 
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High actions, and high paſſions beſt geſcribing; 
Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Thoſe ancient, whoſe refiſtjeſs eloquence 
Wielded-at will that fierce democratic, 

Shook the arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece, 
To Macedon and Artaxerxes throne : 

To ſage philoſophy next lend thine car, 

From Heav'n deſcended to the low-rooft houſe 
Of Socrates; ſee there his tenement, 

Whom well inſpir'd the oracle pronounc'd, 
Wiſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſu'd forth 
Mellifluous ſtreams that water'd all the ſchools 
Of Academies old and new, with thoſe 
Sirnam'd Peripatetics, and the ſect 

Epicurean, and the Stoic ſeveremm 
Theſe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, at e 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 
"Theſe rules will render thee a king complete 
Within thyſelf, mach more with empire join'd» 


To whom our Savicur ſapely thus reply'd. 
Think not but that I Know theſe things, or 
think | i 
J know them not; not therefore am I ſhort 
Of knowing what I ought : he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light, 
No other do&rine needs, tho? granted true; 
Hut theſe are falſe, or little elſe but dreams, 
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' Conje&ures, fancies, built on nothing firm, 
The firſt and wiſeſt of them all profeſy'd 

To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
The next to fabling fell and ſmooth conceits ; 
A third fort doubted all things, Gogh plain 

ſenſe; 
Other in virtue plac'd felicity, 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life; 

In corporeal pleaſures he, and careleſs caſe; 3 
The Stoic laſt in philoſophic pride, 

By him call'd virtue: and his virtuous man, 
Wile, perfect in himſelf, and all poſſeſſing, 
Equals to God, oft ſhames not to prefer, 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleaſure, pain or torment, death and life 
Which when he liſts, he leaves, or boaſts he can, 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaſt, 

Ol ſubtle ſhifts conviction to evade. 

Alas what can they teach, and not miſlead, 
Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 
And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himſelf, on grace depending? 
Much of the foul they talk, but all awry. 
And in themſelves ſeek virtues and: to Mem- 

. 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 

Rather accuſe him under uſual names, 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardleſs quits 


fe 


In fable, hymn or ſong, ſo perſonating 


Of mortal en Who therefore ſeeks 1 in theſe 


True wiſdom, finds her not, or by delufion 
Far worſe, her falſe reſemblance only meets, 72 


An empty cloud. However many books 


Wiſe men have ſaid, are weariſome; who de 


Inceſſantly, and to his rexdingbeingy: not 


A ſpirit and: judgment equal to i 


(And what he brings, what needs he liewhere. 


ſeek ?) 


Uncertain, and uulp6cd Kill remains, - 


Deep versꝰd in books and ſhallow in himſelf, 


Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys. 


And trifles for choĩce matters, worth a * 
As children gathering pehbles on the dener 
Or if I would delight my private hours? 


with mufic or with poem, where fo ſoon 


As in our native language can I find: 
That ſolace; All our la and ſtory ſtrowd 


* 


| Wich hymns, our u * eka terms 


__ mii, : | 
Our Hebrew * and i in a Pe 


hat pleas'd ſo well our victor's ear, declare 


That rather Greece from us theſe arts deriv'd; 
III imitated, while they loudeſt ſing | 
The vices of their Deities, and their own 1 


OS 
. 4 * 


PARADISE — 95 2 


** 
—— 
2 


» \ TanADISE. REGAIN'D Boox Iv. 


; Their Gods ridiculous, and themlelves paſt 


- ſhame. 


Remove their ſwelling edithets thick hid 


As varniſh on a harlot's cheek, the reſt 
Thin ſown with aught of profit or Wege, 


Will far be found unworthy to compare 


With Sion's ſongs, to all true taſtes excelling, 


Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men, 


The Holieſt of Holies, and his Saints; 
Such are from God inſpir'd, not ſuch from thee, 


Unleſs where moral virtue is expreſs d 


By light of nature not in all quite loſt. 
Their orators thou then extolb'ſt, as thoſe 
The top ot eloquence, ſtatiſts indeed, 
And lovers of their country, as may ſeem; J 
But herein to our prophets far beneath, 


As men divinely taught, and better teaching 


The ſolid rules of civil government 


In their majeſtie unaffected ſtile | 
Than all the? oratory of Greece and Rome. 


In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 
What makes a nation happy”, and keeps it ſo, 
What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities flat; 


| Rs only . our law beſt form 2 os 


80 ſnake the Son of God; but Satan now 
Quite at a loſs, for all -his darts were ſpent, 


i hus to our Saviour with ſtern brow repl eg. 


* 
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Kingdom nor empire Pieds thee, nor es 
By me propos'd in life contemplative;  / 


For thee is fitteſt place; I found thee there, 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 


Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy ſeaſons 


Since neither wealth, nor. honors: ns nor 
. 


— 


— 


1 


—— La - 
2 —— — — — — — 


Or active, tended on by glory? or fame, . 
M phat doſt thou in this world? the wilderneſs 


e . 


What I foretel thee, ſoon thou ſhalt have cauſe 

To wiſh thou never hadſt rejected thes- 

Nicely or cautiouſly my offer'd aid, 1 

Which would have ſet thee 1 in ſhort time e with 
1 6 N 8 

On David's throne, or throne of all the world, ; 


When prophecies of thee are beſt fulfilled, . 
Now contrary, if I read aught in 8 „ 
Or Heav'n write aught of fate, by what the ſtars Ell 
Voluminous, or fingle characters, ix —_— 
In their conjunction met, * me to ſpell. - _ 
Sorrows, and lors, opphſition, hate * \ 5 ' 
Attends thee, ſcorns, reproaches, injuries, .. = 
Violence aad itripes and laſtiy cruel death; | 
& —— they . hay but what king | 
dom. 

Real or allegorie 1 diſcern not ee 56 
. 8 I ſure, a eint end, 
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Without beginning for 15 te bed 
Diress me. in che ftarry r a ſet. 8 


So W he wok: (for ill he 0 Wer power | 
Not yet expir'd) and to the wilderneſs b 
Brought back the Gon of God, "ans left him 
there, N ; 
Feigning to diappear. Darkneſs now le, 15 
As day- light ſunk, and brought in louring night 
Her ſhadowy offspring, unſubſtantial both, 
Privation mere of light and abſent day. 
Our Saviour meck and with untroubled mind 
Aſter his airy jaunt, though hurried ſore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt, 
Wherever, under ſome concourſe of ſnades, 
* branching arms thiek imertwin d might | 
ieee 
From dews- and dumps of night his ſhelter'd. 
head 


But Meiter'd in din FGETS ak. Ro 
Tue Tempter watch'd, and ſoon with a 
dreams 

Diſturbd his deep 1 awd. either nie: now. 

San thunder, and bothcends of Hear” Ws: the 

1 5 clouds. 

From many S hgprid-rifvabarive . 4... 
Fi 1 rain n. N n a, Water. math 
= Woes 


\t 


bk: 
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7 3 up ſheer: ill waſt thou ſhrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only ſtood'ſt · 
Unſhaken; nor yet ſtay'd the terror there, 


Alter a night of fore fo rvinous,. 


In ruin reconcil'd ; z nor ſlept the winds 
Within their ſtony caves, but ruſh'd. ae 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vex'd wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt pines, 
Though rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt oaks 
Foy d their ſtiff necks loaden with ſtormy blaſts, 


Infernal ghoſts, and Hellifh furies, round 
Environ'd thee,. ſome nn e dome 
ſhriek d, 
"Hom bent at thee: their Gary chow. while ies © 
Sat'ſt unapall'd in calm and ſinleſs peace. 
Thus paſs'd the night fo foul, till morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim ſteps in amice gray, 
Who with her radiant finger ſtill'd the roar 
Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the | 
winds, _ 
And griſiy ſpectres, which the Fiend: had mil. 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the ſun with more effeQtual beme i 
Had chear d the face of earth, and dry'd the wet 


F 1 plants or PE. ey 6 the. 
r 


Who all things now behold « more. fret and 
green, 


4 
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Clear'd up their choiceſt notes in lnaſhanbſpray, 
Io gratulate the ſweet return of mornn 
Nor yet amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn 

Was abſent, after all his miſchief done, 
The prince of darkneſs, glad would alfo ſem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 

Vet with no new device, they all were _ 

Rather by this his laſt affront reſolv'd, 

Deſperate of better courſe, to vent his rage, 

And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. 

Him walking on a ſunny hill he found, 
Back'd on the north and weſt by a thick wood; 
Out of the wood he ſtarts in wonted ſhape, 
And in Eres mood thus to him faid, | 


Fair morning yet nds ths, a of God, 
After a diſmal night; 1 heard the wrack 
As earth and ſky would mingle; but myſelf 
Was diſtant; I theſe ob, tongs morn 
fear them 
| As'dar:g'rous to 5 pillar'd n of Hearn, 
Or to the earth's dark baſis underneath, 
- Are to the main as inconfiderable, CANS 
s And: harmleſs, it not wholeſome as a ſneeze 
| To man's leſs univerſe, and ſoon are gone; 
Vet as being oft times noxivus-where they light 
On man, beaſt, plant, waſteful and turbulent, 
Like curbulateies-i in th” affairs- of _ 
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Over whoſe heads they roar, and ſom to point, | 
They oft ſore ſignify and threaten ill; 
This tempeſt at this deſert moſt was bent; 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dwelVi, _ 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didſt reject * 1 
The perfect ſeaſon offer d with my aid 
To win thy deſtin'd feat, but wilt prolong i 
All to che puſh of fate, purſue thy way, 
Ol gaining David's throne no man knows wed; 2 [ 
For botli the when and how is no where told, ſ 
Thou ſhalt be what thou art ordainꝰd, no doubt; ; 
For Angels have. proclaim'd-i it, but concealing © i 
The time and means: each aQ i is rightlieſt | 9 
eie 5 
Not when it muſt, PIR 1 it may be beſt 7 
If thou obſerve not this, be ſure to find, 5 
What I foretold thee, many a hard afhy, 2 f 
Of dangers and adverſities, and pains, ne, 28 
ö Ere thou of Iſrael's ſceptre get faſt hold; 


Whereof this ominous night that clog'd thee 
round, | 


So many terrors, voices, f hroltigits 
TM warn N as a ſure lord going fn _ 
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* ld 135 while! the Son of God went on 
er Tm 1725 in FW him COOLS ts, 
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Me worſe than wet thou find'ſt not; —— 
„ COTE 


5 Tnoſe terrors which thou ſpeak' of, did me 


„ 
I never fear d they could, though 1508 loud 


And threatning nigh; what they can do as ſigns 
Betokening, or ill boding, 1 contemn 
As falſe portents, not ſent from God, but chez 
Who knowing I ſhall reign paſt thy preventing 
Obtrud' ſt thy offer d air, that I accepting 


At leaſt might ſeem to hold all power of thee, 
Ambitious Spi rit, and n gn 1] 
God, 


2 And ſtorm' t refus'd thinking to tarts 
Me to thy will ; deſiſt, thou art diſcernꝰ d 
And toit it in vain, nor me in vain moleſt; 


To ho: the Fiend now loca with rage 
rephy d. 


; Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt: 


Of the Meſſiah I have heard foretold 


7 By all the propheis: of thy birth at length 


Announc'd by Gabriel with the farſt I knew, 


And of th' angelic ſong in Bethlehem field, 


On thy birth - night, that ſung thee Saviour born. 


From that time ſeldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 


% ; 
Worn 


| 
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Thy 3 laft, though yet in private bel, 3 
Till at the ford of Jordan whather all 
Flock'd to the Baptiſt, I among the refs... 7 
Though not to be bean by voice from Hea- 
ven 
Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth J thought thee worth my nearer 
view 

And narrower ſcrutiny, that I-micht blob 
In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears no fingle ſenſe; 
The Son of God I alſo am, or was, © | 
And if I was, I am; relation lands; _ : 
All men are Sons of God ; yet thee Lhought | | 
In ſome reſpect far higher fo declar e. 
Therefore I watch'd thy e from. that. 
hour, 

And follow'd thee fill on tothis waſta wild 15 
W hereby all beſt conjectures I collect 
Thou art to be my fatal enemy. | |; 
Good reaſon then, if I beforehand ſeek 
To underſtand my adverſary, who 
And what he is; his wiſdom, pow'r, intent * 5 
By parl, or compoſition, truce, or league 
To win him, or win from him what I can. 
An opportunity I here have had 


'To wy thee, fift thee, and conleſs have 2 thee 
5 M 
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Proof gift all temptation, as a rock. 
Of-:damant, and as a centre, fu m, 


To thꝰ utmoſt of mere man both wiſe and good, 
Not more; for honors, ri hes, kingloms, glory 


Have been before contemn'd, aud may again; 


Therefore to know hat more thou art "we 
- man, | 


Worth naming Son of God by voice from 


Heaven 
eee method 1 muſt now begin. 


So ſaying he caught him up, ang: without 
wing 


Ol hippogrif bore through the air ſublime 


Over the wilderneſs and oer the plain; 
Till underneath them fair Jeruſalem, 
The holy city lifted her high towers, 


And higher yetthe glorious temple rear'd 


Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaſter, topt with golden ſpires: 
There on the higheſt pinnacle he ſet 


The Son of wa and added thus 1 in ſcorn. 


The ſtand, if thou wilt ie to ſtand uprigh 


Vill aſk thee ſkill; I to thy father's houſe 


Have brought thee”, "Ws higheſt plac'd, 11 
is beſt, 


Now ſhow thy progeny; z if not to ſtand, | 


Book. IV. 
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Cut thyſelf down; ſafely, ir Son of God: 


For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
They ſhall uplift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to daſh thy. foot e a lone. 


To whom thus Jeſus; Alſoi it is writien, 
Tempt not the Lord thy God: he ſaid and ſtood |. 


But Satan ſmitten with amazement fell 


As when earth's ſon Antæus {to compare 
Small thing with greateſt) in Iraſſa ſtrove 

With Jove's Alcides, and oft foil'd {till roſe, . 
Receiving from his mother earth new ſtrength . 
Freth from his fall, and fiercer grapple join d, 
Throitled at length i in th air, expir'd and fell; ; : 


So after many a foil the Tempter proud, 


Renewing freſh aſſaults, amidſt his pride 
Fell whence he ſtood to ſee his victor fall. 
And as that Theban monſter + that pic pos d 
Her riddle, and him, whoſolv'd, it not, devour' 
That _ found out and folv'd, for grief and 
ite 
Caſt herſelf” headlong from the Iſmenian ſteeps ; 
80 nb dread and anguiſh fell the F — | 


M 2 


+ The Sphinx, W riddle * reſolve by, 


| Oedipns, ſhe threw. herſelf i into the ſe 
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And to his crew, that ſat 8 brought 
Joyleſs triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 
Ruin, and deſperation, and diſmay, 
Who durſt proudly tempt the Son of God. 
So Satan fell; and ſtrait a fiery. globe 

Of Angels on full ſail of wing flew nigh, 

W˙ ho on their plumy vans receiv'd him ſoft 

Þ rom. his uneaſy ſtation, and upbore _ 

As on a floating couch through the blithe air, 
Then in a flow'ry valley ſet him down 
On a green bank, and ſet before him ſpread 
A table of celeſtial food, divine ; 
Ambrofial fruits, ferch'd from the tree of life, 
And from tlie fount of life ambroſial drink, 
That ſoon refreſh'd him wearied, and repair'd 
What hunger, if aught hunger had impair'd, 
Or- thirſt ; and as he fed, angelie quires 

Sung heav* 'oly anthems af bis victory 

Over e and the Fee proud. 
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Fu ue Image of he Father, 8 thron'd 
I'n the boſom of bliſs, and light of light. 
Conceiving, or remote from Heaven, inſhrin'd 
Ln fleſhly tabernade; and human form, 
Wand'ring the wilderneſs, whatever place, 
Habit, or ſtate, or motion, ſtill exprefſing 
The Son of God, with God like force endu'd 
Aga ailſt th' attempter of thy Father 8 ee 


» . ; 5 | 
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And thief of Paradife; - him long of old = 
Thou didſt debel, and down from Heav'n caſt 
With all his army, now thou haſt aveng'd 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquiſhing 
Temptation, haſt regain*d loſt Paradiſe ; 

And'fruſtrated the conqueſt fraudulent : 
He never more henceforth will dare ſet foot 
In Paradiſe to tempt : his fnares are broke : 
For though that ſeat of earthly bliſs be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradiſe is founded now _ 
For Adam and his choſen, ſons, whom 1 
A Saviour art come down to re-inſtall | 
Where they ſhall dwell ſecure, when time ſhall i 
5 ä 
Of Tempter and temptation without fear. 
But thou, infernal Serpent, ſhalt not long 
Rule in the clouds; like an autumnal ſtar | 
Or lightning thou ſhalt fall from Head n, trod 


down 


Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feelꝰſt 
Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieſt | 
wound, 
By this repulſe receiv'd, and hold'ſt in Hell 
No triumph; in all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Scn of God: he all unarm'd E 
Sball chaſe thee with the terror of his voice "= 
From thy demoniac holds, poſſeſſion fu, 
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Thee and thy leg ions; yelling they ſhall fly, 
And beg to hide them in a herd of ſwine, 

Leſt he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torment ſent before their time. 
Hail Son of the moſt H: igh, heir of both worlds, 
Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

No o FIRE, and begin to Sama mankind. 


Thus the Son of God our Saviour meck 
Sung victor, and from heavenly. feaſt refreth'd_ 
Brought on his way with joy; he unobſer\?d * 
Home to his mother's Louſe private return'd. 


THE END. 
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